




FORMAL OPENING SESSION JASWINDER BEDI 

 
Mr. Jas (Jaswinder) Bedi graduated as a textile 
technologist in the UK in 1984 and has over 32 years of 
experience in the manufacturing sector in Kenya. Mr. 
Bedi is an industrialist and an entrepreneur who has 
numerous responsibilities in business and various 
business member organizations. Over the years, he has 
attended several executive business courses organized 
by Harvard Business School, IMD, and IIM to mention a 
few to his credentials. He is a member of YPO-WPO 
global network of the Young Presidents Organization 
(YPO). Jas was also nominated a finalist in the 2016 
Africa CEO forum awards and subsequently awarded 
the 2016 Sikh CEO of the year.  

Mr. Bedi was appointed a board member at The Export 
Promotion Council in 2003 and in 2006 transferred to 
serve the board of The Export Processing Zones 
Authority for a period of 6 years until October 2012. In 
December 2012, HE President Mwai Kibaki honored 
Jas with a medal, Moran of the Burning Spear (MBS). 
Further In 2016 President Kenyatta appointed Jas as 
the Chairman of the Export Promotion Council to help 
boost Kenya’s exports. 

Mr. Bedi is currently  

 President of ITMF 
 Chairman Export Promotion Council 
 Chairman of the African Cotton & Textile Industries 

Federation (ACTIF) 
 Managing Director of Bedi Investments Limited 
 Executive Director of Fine Spinners Uganda Limited 
 
He has previously also served as 

 Board of the Federation of Kenya Employers (FKE)  
 Managing Director of Orbit Chemical Industries 

Limited  
 Chairman of Kenya Apparel Manufacturers Exporters 

Association (KAMEA) 
 Vice Chairman of Kenya India Business Council 
 Co-Chair of the World Bank Cotton Apex Committee  
 Chairman of KAM 
 Director and Vice Chairman of EABC  
 Chairman of the Trade and Investment committee 

and Kenya Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA)  
 

 

 

 



1ST GENERAL SESSION: FIBERS - COTTON CHRISTIAN BARTHEL 

 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

Christian Barthel, born in 1962, holds an 
education in 
Textile (Apparel) Businessman in procurement 
and management. 
 

 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

1987 - Otto group in Hamburg - buying department   
 
1989 - Istanbul (Turkey) - sourcing agency of the Otto group 
 
1990 - Poland and England, new joint ventures of the Otto group 
 
1991 - Deputy General Manager of Otto group sourcing office in Istanbul 
 
2003 - Istanbul - General Manager of Systain International consultancy company (Otto group) 
 
2007 - Istanbul - Supply Chain Manager of “Cotton made in Africa (CmiA)” Program 
 
2008 - Shanghai (China) first CmiA Hub  
 
2015 to today – Hamburg (Germany) Director Business Development for CmiA 
 
 
EXPERTISE 

Christian has a vast background in sourcing of textiles from the global markets. Today, he is 
representing the CmiA program and supports retailers and brands in the implementation of CmiA in 
the global ready garment production markets.  
 
Cotton made in Africa (CmiA) is an Aid by Trade Foundation (AbTF) initiative and the largest label 
for sustainably produced cotton from Africa. Since its creation by Dr. Michael Otto in 2005, it has set 
for itself the goal to protect the environment and help Sub Saharan African smallholder cotton 
farmers and ginnery workers1 improve their living and working conditions. To put this aim into 
practice, the initiative’s approach focuses on activating market forces instead of aid. An alliance of 
international textile companies and brands built up by CmiA purchase the CmiA certified 
sustainable cotton, integrate it into their respective textile value chains and pay a license fee to the 
foundation to use the seal. The license fees paid by the demand partners are directly reinvested to 
benefit smallholder farmers, their families, ginnery workers in the project countries and nature 
protection. A small red product label shows the consumer that with his purchase he has done 
something particularly good for the people in the producing countries and the environment.   
 
Christian Barthel has spent 26 years of his life abroad and supported different organizations of the 
Otto group in sourcing textiles and implementing different sustainable raw-materials into their 
supply chains. 

 

 

 



1ST
 SESSION: FIBRE SESSION TERRY TOWNSEND 

Dr. Terry Townsend is a consultant on commodity issues, 

especially those involving the cotton industry. He serves as the 

Chair of the Discover Natural Fibre Initiative (DNFI), Coordinator of 

the ITMF Steering Committee of the International Task Force on 

Cotton Testing Methods and Treasurer of the International Forum 

for Cotton Promotion. 

 

He served as executive director of the International Cotton Advisory 

Committee (ICAC) from 1999 to 2013. He worked at the United 

States Department of Agriculture for five years in the 1980s 

analyzing the U.S. cotton industry and editing a magazine devoted 

to a cross-section of agricultural issues. He joined the ICAC in 1987 

as statistician and was promoted to executive director in 1999. He 

has a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource Economics from Oregon 

State University in the United States.  

 

Terry Townsend 

Terry@CottonAnalytics.com 

www.CottonAnalytics.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



1ST
 SESSION: FIBRE SESSION ROBIN MACDONALD 

Robin MacDonald leads the Chemicals, Polymers & Fibres practice 

at Wood Mackenzie.  Wood Mackenzie (usually known as 

WoodMac) is a global energy, chemicals, renewables, metals & 

mining research and consultancy group with an international 

reputation for supplying comprehensive data, analysis and advice.  

Within WoodMac, the Chemicals, Polymers & Fibres organisation 

offers an integrated and unique view of the markets we cover, from 

crude oil and other natural products to petrochemicals, intermediate 

chemicals, polymers, fibres, films and then further downstream into 

consumer products. Our view provides our clients with insight into 

all elements of the manufacturing chains and markets in which they 

operate, irrespective of where they sit. 

Robin was appointed to this position in January 2016, following 

WoodMac’s acquisition of the PCI Group in November 2015. Prior 

to Wood Mackenzie, Robin was the co-founder and Managing 

Director of PCI Nylon.   

Before moving to market research and consulting in 2004, Robin 

held a series of management positions in both DuPont and ICI. He 

has over 25 years of experience in the chemicals industry and has 

worked in Germany, the UK and the USA. 

Robin has a B.Sc (Hons) in Applied Chemistry from the University 

of Strathclyde and a Ph.D in Polymer Physics from Durham 

University. 

 

 
 

 



1ST SESSION: MAN-MADE FIBRES FENG XIN 

 
 

Mr. FENG Xin is Vice President of Sateri for 

Downstream Business and Corporate Development, and 

also member of Sateri’s Management Committee. Mr. 

Feng holds a MBA degree from Harvard Business 

School and BSc from SJTU. Prior to joining Sateri, Mr. 

Feng was a senior executive in Royal DSM N.V. Mr. 

Feng started his career in the Boston Consulting Group. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



1ST GENERAL SESSION – MAN-MADE FIBRES DUAN XIAOPING 

 

 

Mr. DUAN Xiaoping 

Vice Chairman of China National Textile & Apparel 

Council 

Chairman of China Chemical Fibers Association 

Mr. Duan Xiaoping, born in August 1969 in Jiangsu 

Province of China, Master of Engineering of China 

Textile University and Master of Management of Fu Dan 

University. 

Mr. Duan has systematic, complete and solid theory 

foundation and professional technical knowledge on 

high molecule. He has years of experience in 

management of chemical fiber and textile industry, 

industrial development planning and enterprise strategic 

decision. He successively hold the posts of Vice 

Division Director of China National Textile Council, 

Secretary General of China Chemical Fibers 

Association, Vice General Manager of China National 

Chemical Fiber Corp., Vice General Manager of 

Zhejiang Hengyi Group Co., Ltd. And General Manager 

of China Garments Co., Ltd. 

Mr. Duan Xiaoping is now Vice Chairman of China 

National Textile & Apparel Council, Chairman of China 

Chemical Fibers Association and the Director of Textile 

and Chemical Fiber Products Development Center. 

 
 

 

 

 



2ND SESSION: TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN AFRICA NAVDEEP SINGH SODHI 

 
Mr. Navdeep Sodhi has 3 decades of international 
experience in the textile industry. His expertise includes 
strategic management, technology and international trade 
and investment. With experience in over 50 countries, Mr. 
Sodhi has a deep understanding of the global textile value 
chain. Having lived and worked in Africa, he has been 
successfully involved in several projects relating to Policy, 
FDI, and Capacity building for institutions, governments 
and the private sector in the region. Mr. Sodhi is a Partner 
with Gherzi Textil Organisation, Switzerland and leads 
management consulting practice in Asia and Africa. 

Mr. Sodhi earned his MBA from Punjab School of 
Economics and Business, GND University, India in 1987 
and had the privilege of working in exceptionally great 
organisations under visionary leaders. He joined 
Vardhman, India’s largest cotton-textile company as a 
management trainee. His role as in-charge of exports gave 
him international exposure as Vardhman was a leading 
exporter of cotton textiles. From 1994 to 2002 he was a 
general manager in the textile division of Kewalram 
Chanrai Group in Nigeria where he gained familiarity with 
the African textile & clothing industry. As a Partner at 
Gherzi Textil Organisation, Mr. Sodhi fortified the 
management consulting practice across the region. 

 

About Gherzi 

Gherzi is a leading industrial consulting company founded 
in Zϋrich in 1929. With its global presence the company 
offers integrated and independent services to the textile 
and garment industry in the fields of strategic 
management, international benchmarking, engineering, 
technical textiles, logistics and finance. With two regional 
offices in Cairo and Lagos, Gherzi is actively engaged in 
Africa, advising institutions and private clients on policy 
and strategy, planning of textile parks and factories, and 
capacity building.  

 
 

 

 



2ND SESSION – TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN AFRICA FRANK MATSAERT 

 
Frank Matsaert  
Chief Executive Officer  
TradeMark East Africa  
 
 

Frank has over 20 years of experience as a senior 

private sector development specialist with an extensive 

track record in strategy, programme delivery and 

management in fourteen countries in Africa and six in 

Asia. Frank has been the Chief Executive Officer of 

TradeMark East Africa since October 2010 and prior to 

this was a private sector adviser for DFID and Country 

Director for Care. Frank started his career in the 

financial sector, as an International Fund Manager and 

Investment Analyst in the UK. Over the years Frank has 

designed and overseen over 40 major innovative and 

successful programmes totalling over $1 billion in the 

fields of trade, financial sector development, 

privatisation, investment climate reform, market 

development and skills development. Frank holds two 

Masters degrees in Economics and Archaeology, and is 

an IMRO certified Fund Manager. 

 

 
 

 

 



2ND SESSION: TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN AFRICA SUNNY HUANG 

 

2003  Join New Wide Group 

2009  Executive Director of New Wide Group 

 

Sunny Huang is the Executive Director of New Wide Group, 

which is a large global textile company, specializing at knitting 

fabrics and garment products manufacture.  

Sunny graduated from Edinburgh University, Management of 

Training and Development, Master program UK, and also 

gained double masters of EMBA from the top program of 

National Taiwan University and Fudan University (China). 

With the profession and the rich experience of management 

practice, Sunny expertise in human resource, strategy, and 

management make him recognized as a new young talent in 

the textile industry. During 2003-2017, the Group's sales 

performance grew 10 times. 

Sunny awarded as 2009 Most Valued Manager from the 

magazine -Management Today (Taiwan) and gained the 

honor of “2013 Top 10 Young Entrepreneur of Textile 

Industry.” And he was appointed as the Chairman of China 

Young Entrepreneur Salon and China Young Entrepreneur 

Union. In 2016, he gained the 2016 Outstanding Awards of 

Taiwan Companies in the Mainland China- Succession 

Inheritance Award. This year Sunny wins the honor of 

Jiangsu Province Labor Award in China. 

In addition, he is the columnist of business weekly and talk 

about observation of China and Taiwan fashion industry and 

cross culture management.  

 
 

 

 



3RD SESSION: TEXTILE VALUE CHAIN CENNYDD WILLIAMS                                                                             

 

PVH Hub Leader for Africa and Middle East region.  

Based in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Education Background 

Master’s Degree in Cost Accountancy – 

Aberystwyth University 1982  

Business profile 

PVH is one of the world’s largest clothing retailers, 

owning brands such as Calvin Klein, Tommy 

Hilfiger, Speedo, Van Heusen, Arrow, Warners and 

IZOD. PVH has an extensive growth plan for the 

East Africa region.  

The key parameters of value and supply chain 

integration, speed to market, and cost appropriate 

solutions prevail in equal measures within our 

brands. 

Professional experience 

Worked in the apparel sector for the last 30 years 

with extended time in the UK, Portugal, Morocco, 

Egypt, Malaysia, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and 

most recently based out of Kenya with operations 

in Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mauritius, Egypt and 

Jordan. 

Built out green field manufacturing sites in 

Morocco, Malaysia and most recently Ethiopia. 

Revised existing manufacturing platforms or 

opened Buying /Sourcing offices in other countries. 

Worked extensively on the linkage between 

retailers from Europe, Asia and North America and 

their manufacturing partners to establish the ideal 

manufacturing platforms to mirror those retailer’s 

needs. Retail profiles ranged from design houses 

through to the high street/brick and mortar 

department stores, and latterly on line platforms. 

 



3RD SESSION: TEXTILE VALUE CHAIN RUIZHE SUN 

 
Born in Beijing in 1963, Mr. Sun Ruizhe graduated from 

Donghua University majoring in dyeing and finishing for 

bachelor's degree and Cheung Kong Graduate School 

of Business for EMBA.  

Mr. Sun is a professor-level senior engineer and enjoys 

special government allowances from the State Council. 

Major research areas of Mr. Sun include management 

of textile science and technology, textile product 

development, industrial policy, industrial statistical 

analysis and planning, corporate social responsibility, 

branding, etc.  

Mr. Sun is now the President of China National Textile & 

Apparel Council (CNTAC), and also serving as 

Chairman of China Textile Engineering Society, 

President of China National Garment Association, 

Director of China Textile & Garment Brand Strategy 

Promotion Committee and Director-General of Office for 

Corporate Social Responsibility under China National 

Textile & Apparel Council. 

 
 

 

 

 





4TH
 SESSION: TECHNOLOGY & DIGITALIZATION THOMAS GRIES 

 
 

Thomas Gries, born in Cologne, Germany, in 1964, 
studied at the RWTH Aachen University, Germany. He 
holds a diploma degree in mechanical engineering and 
economics and a doctorate in mechanical engineering.  
From 1995 to 2001, he worked at Lurgi Zimmer AG, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany, at the Department of 
Technologies for Fibres&Textiles in leading positions. 
 
From April 2001 onwards, he is Director of the Institut 
für Textiltechnik (ITA) of RWTH Aachen University. The 
honoris causa Professorship of Lomonossow University 
is the most distinguished scientific award of Russia 
given for his achievement of tailored reinforcements. 
 
The ITA was established in 1934 and is one of the 
world’s leading research establishments. Its fields of 
research consist in man-made fibre technology, staple 
fibre processing, fabric production, technical textiles & 
composites, medical textiles & biomaterials as well as 
in smart textiles & joining technologies. With a budget 
of 15 million € and a staff consisting of 110 scientists, 
65 technicians and administration staff and more than 
200 graduate researchers ITA is leading in the 
digitalization of the textile sector. 
 
Thomas Gries presently is 

• Member of National Academy of Technological 
Science and Engineering acatech 

• Member of the North Rhine-Westphalian 
Academy of Science 

• Member of the scientific advisory committee of 
the “Zukunftsinitiative Textile NRW (ZiTex)” and 
other insitutions 

• Evaluator DFG (German Research Foundation) 
as well as of other national and international 
project funding organisations 

• Member of editorial board of several highly 
ranked scientific journals and conferences 

 

 
 

 

 

 



4TH SESSION: TECHNOLOGY & DIGITALIZATION PETE SANTORA 

 

Pete Santora joined SoftWear Automation in 2015 

during the Research and Development phase. Today he 

helps support customers globally in home good 

manufacturing and has begun the commercialization of 

the SEWBOT® apparel automation, starting with the 

Digital T-Shirt Workline. Pete brings 10 years experience 

in growing high tech teams and commercializing IP. He 

was an Entrepreneur in Residence and research faculty 

member at the Advanced Technology Development 

Center at Georgia Tech, a Forbes "Top 10 Technology 

Incubator", where he mentored startup CEOs including 

SoftWear Automation. He is a former professional soccer 

player and serial entrepreneur. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



4TH SESSION: TECHNOLOGY & DIGITALIZATION MARK JARVIS 

 
Mark Jarvis is managing director of World Textile 
Information Network (WTiN), a UK based information 
provider, where he has leveraged his experience in the 
media/technology & a degree in Materials Science to 
fundamentally change the company’s business model. 
WTiN provides specialist insight and data-driven 
intelligence to businesses in the Textile & Apparel value 
chain, enabling them to make better decisions faster 
and gain competitive advantage. Primary focus are the 
high growth markets of materials innovation, industry 
digitalisation and technical textiles. WTiN products are 
subscription based, with most delivered digitally, 
leveraging the latest technology to maximise user 
discoverability. WTiN also organises the multi-stream 
Innovate Textile & Apparel conferences each year in 
Europe, the USA & Asia, delivers bespoke consulting 
projects and publishes a range of journals and reports. 

 
 

 

 

 



http://www.bonprix.de/
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